
•The San Diego Freeway (I-405) is one of the 
most congested freeways in the OC, carrying 
more than 300K vehicle trips, in some sections, 
each day. 
•OCTA, in cooperation with Caltrans, is widening 
the I-405 between SR-73 and I-605. 
•In 2040 it is expected to take 29 minutes to 
travel during rush hour from SR-73 to I-605 in the 
general purpose lanes after improvements are 
complete. That commute can be reduced to 13 
minutes if a driver chooses to take the express 
lanes. 
•The new express lanes will provide two lanes in 
each direction and give solo drivers the choice to 
speed up their commute for a toll,  and carpoolers 
ride free.  
•The Measure M project will be funded mostly 
through a combination of local, state and federal 
funds, with the express lanes portion paid for by 
drivers who choose to pay a toll. 
 



 
•Why are improvements needed on the I-405?-
Existing heavy traffic congestion is expected to 
worsen. Traffic is projected to grow approx. 35% 
by 2040. 
•What is planned for the I-405 Improvement 
Project? The project will improve 16 mi. of I-405 
and includes adding one regular lane in each 
direction from Euclid to I-605. The project will also 
improve freeway entrances and bridges.The new 
express lanes-incorporating the existing carpool 
lanes and connectors that opened in 2014-will 
give solo drivers a toll option and carpoolers may 
use the lanes for free.  
•Where will vehicles be able to enter and exit the 
toll lanes?-There are 7 access points in between 
SR-73 and I-605, giving drivers sufficient 
opportunity to reach every interchange and 
business along the corridor. 
 



 
•Are FasTrak transponders required to use the 
405 Express Lanes?-Yes. The Express Lanes will 
utilize electronic tolling to keep traffic flowing-
there will be no cash payments or toll booths. 
•What is the overall benefit to the project to 
include the 405 Express Lanes? Those who 
choose to pay a toll improve traffic for everyone 
by freeing up space in the regular lanes, including 
the additional lanes in each direction that is being 
added as part of the project. Excess funds will 
provide funding for additional improvements in the 
corridor.  Rush hour commutes in the regular I-
405 lanes is expected to be reduced by almost 30 
minutes. 
 
 
 
 

 





 
•What are the toll policy goals of the 405 Express 
Lanes?-The complete list of board-adopted 405 
Express Lanes Goals: 

•Provide express lanes customers with a 
safe, reliable, predictable commute. 
•Optimize throughput at free-flow speeds. 
•Increase average vehicle occupancy. 
•Balance capacity an demand to serve 
customers who pay tolls as well as people 
who rideshare or use transit. 
•Generate sufficient revenue to sustain the 
financial viability of the express lanes. 
•Ensure all covenants in the financing 
documents are met. 
•Ensure any potential net excess toll 
revenues are used for I-405 corridor 
improvements. 
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